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PILBARA CITIES — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 

175. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 

It is with interest that I read the “Pilbara Cities” flyer that appeared in The West Australian today. Can the 
minister please bring the house up to date on some of the royalties for regions programs that are taking place in 
the Pilbara?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for North West for the question, and for his comment to me that a document like this would 
never have been possible when he used to sit on the opposite side of the house! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: This document would never have been possible! That is why the member for North West 
made the only decision that the good member for North West could have made—to leave the side of evil and 
come to the side of good—so that we can get on with the job of building Pilbara cities. What an absolutely 
wonderful document this is! It outlines what will be happening in the Pilbara, from the very beginning to the 
very end! The great thing is that for far too long, governments of both the state and the commonwealth have said 
that it is too hard to do this in the Pilbara; we are not going to do this in the Pilbara; we are happy to have fly in, 
fly out in the Pilbara. That is what they said. This government is turning that around. 

I will run through some of the projects in the Pilbara. There is a wonderful picture on the front page of this 
document of the Premier with a young Indigenous girl from Roebourne. That was taken at the launch of the 
Pilbara Cities initiative. Roebourne will be a key beneficiary of what we are doing in the Pilbara. We will be 
making sure that no-one in the Pilbara is left out or left behind. That young girl in the Pilbara will have the 
benefit of the Ngarluma Aboriginal Sustainable Housing project. She will have the benefit of the housing 
injection in this budget. We will be making sure that that goes ahead in Roebourne and everywhere else. 

I was amazed today, but probably not as amazed as the member for Pilbara, Tom Stephens, who put out a 
negative press release about what we are doing in the Pilbara. Then he read further into the newspaper to find out 
exactly what we are doing in the Pilbara! Just in case the member’s constituents did not see it in The West 
Australian today, we want to make sure that the good members of Port Hedland, Newman and Tom Price see it. 
We will make sure it is in all the airports so that fly in, fly out workers can take a look at some of the changes 
happening in the Pilbara —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: What is the average rent?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: You know all about the average rents in the north because they got there under the Labor 
Party! You are very happy that you lost government so you do not have to defend it anymore!  

The SPEAKER: This is obviously something that most people in here are interested in, from what I can gather, 
sitting here and observing. For those members who want to make a comment in this place and for those who like 
to ask questions, I certainly provide the opportunity to ask questions. Some of the comments, member for 
Cockburn, will lead to a formal call. I formally call you for the first time. Likewise I call you, member for 
Cannington, for the first time.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member for North West will be happy to know that right across the length and breadth 
of the Pilbara, exciting and innovative projects are underway. Member for Pilbara, we look forward — 

Mr T.G. Stephens: What about the infill sewerage program in Port Hedland?  

Mr E.S. Ripper: What about the water supply? What about the rents? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: How many sleeps is it, Premier, until the budget?  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: He has no idea!  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It is 20 May—it’s my father’s birthday; I always remember it.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Off the back of the comments made by the member for Pilbara, who, for some reason, has 
decided to try to draw a divide between the Pilbara communities that have been neglected for so long, he now 
wants to say that Karratha is getting it all and Hedland is not getting anything. That is fundamentally wrong. It is 
really sad that the member for Pilbara would take that as the only course of action as the local member —  

Mr T.G. Stephens: What are you doing about the housing crisis in the rest of the Pilbara?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will tell you exactly what we are doing. We have outlined clearly in the “Pilbara Cities” 
document, which was mailed out to thousands of Western Australians today —  
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Mr E.S. Ripper: At what cost?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: We will be talking about the South Hedland revitalisation plan—a plan that will deliver 
600 new dwelling units. We have just heard an announcement —  

Mr T.G. Stephens: But what are you going to do? 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Hand out brochures!  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: We have just heard an announcement that Humfrey Land Developments is partnering with 
IBN Corporation, an Indigenous corporation, to roll out a housing program. We are working very closely with 
Mayor Kelly Howlett and the chief executive officer to look at the Spoil Bank marina project, which is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to bring real amenity to Port Hedland. It is this government that will work very closely 
with the local government in Port Hedland to deliver that. Like I said, it is not just about Port Hedland, it is not 
just about Karratha; it is about Roebourne. I was in Paraburdoo a couple of weeks ago. Many young families 
there are driving the Australian economy in the mining industry. We do not want the Prime Minister to take all 
Western Australia’s money. I think the opposition supports that too. Does the opposition support that?  

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I draw the Speaker’s attention to the standing orders. It is not possible for the minister to 
ask a question of the opposition. The minister should simply be answering the question. 

The SPEAKER: We are all enjoying ourselves, members, and there might be a couple more questions to come. 
There is no point of order, member for Cannington. Minister, I hope you are reaching the conclusion to this 
question you have been asked.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am reaching a conclusion. I am very happy to table this 
document —  

Mr T.G. Stephens: Do you support an increase in royalties?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara, we are trying to get through this question and the answer. Member for 
Cannington, I am going to formally call you for the second time now. I hope you understand that. I call the 
Member for Albany for the first time.  

Mr P.B. Watson: What for?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara, you have been called for the first time. Member for Cannington, I do not 
know whether you understand the process in this place when any Speaker in this chair is standing. I hope you do. 
I would invite you, if you do not understand, to come and see me at any time—and every member in this place 
knows that—if you have some curiosity about what might be happening. Member for Pilbara, I formally call you 
for the first time. That was all I was endeavouring to do by standing on my feet.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will bring my comments to a close. I will be very happy to table this document so that 
those opposite can see what happens when the development of the Pilbara is prioritised. I know it hurts but the 
Liberal–National government is committed to growing all of Western Australia. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I formally call you for the first time.  
 


